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One wildly successful concert set him on his path

by Spencer Watson

Music has certainly opened doors for Maumelle’s Butch Stone,
who can safely be tagged as central Arkansas’ original concert
promoter, the man who paved the way for a younger generation
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festivities...so make sure to get your tickets early and songs and lyrics as a universal language, “a language that can

unite people.” With more than four decades in the industry,
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notable names — like Ringo Starr, Roger Waters and Alison
Krauss. It also connected him with legends whose actions shaped
See you in December! the industry — titans like Frank

Barsalona, who as an 18-year-old agent brought the British
invasion to the United States and is known as the “Godfather of
the Touring Industry in America,” and the late Ahmet Erteglin,
founder of Atlantic Records. Stone credits the latter mentors with
shaping his business philosophy and career, which began humbly
enough while the Blytheville native, a “gambler by nature,” was
hustling pool and cards to pay his way through college at Arkansas State University in Jonesboro in the late "60s. Augmenting that was a side
business renting out ballrooms and setting up dances, called sock hops, which usually drew crowds of a few

hundred. One night he booked a band called Knowbody Else and 3,000 people showed up. “I made $15,000, and | thought I’d died and gone
to heaven,” Stone said. Stone knew then and there that despite his good grades, his future would not be in dentistry as he’d planned. He soon
dropped out of school and began his odyssey into the music industry — much to the chagrin of his police sergeant father. But the choice was
later forgiven when it turned out to be a very wise move. That popular band Stone booked and later managed became known as Black Oak
Arkansas, the first Arkansas band to land on Billboard’s National Charts and the only one to do so until Evanescence repeated the feat 27
vears later. In that time, Stone earned 34 gold and platinum albums from all over the world, managing the carcers of multiple artists,
including Jimi Jamison of Survivor and Tommy Aldridge of Ozzy Osbourne.

Anne Cecere
President, California Copyright Conference

Combined with some common sense advice his grandfather gave him — *it doesn’t matter how good your fishing pole is if you don’t get
near the river” — Stone approached the business under the tutelage especially of Barsalona, “who took me under his wing” and taught Stone
about honor and integrity. Back then, an artist could be signed to a three-album deal and could play and respond and adapt as their audience
became defined. Nowadays, said Stone, it’s all about immediate success. “In today’s world, the first album better go platinum or they’re
done with you,” he said.

“That wastes a lot of people.” After becoming “disenchanted” with a short tenure managing Roger Clinton in the early *90s, Stone stepped
away from management and into a new role as a concert promoter. Having moved back to Little Rock, he “fell in love all over again™ and
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wanted to put the city “on the radar” of the touring industry. At that time, there was no Alltel Arena. Stone signed a contract with the city of
Little Rock to produce shows at the Riverfest Amphitheater, eventually bringing in more than 400 different artists. In 1995, he brought big-
name talent like Billy Joel and Elton John to War Memorial Stadium. He also brought in The Eagles, which to this day remains the highest
grossing, most well-attended concert ever held in this state. His success led to a proclamation signed by former Gov. Mike Huckabee
crediting him with “singlehandedly creating the concert industry in the state of Arkansas.” Unfortunately, a dispute over concessions
revenues turned Stone off of War Memorial. And the rising costs of producing shows at the amphitheater, despite the success of the River
Market, dissuaded him from bidding for another turn at the contract. But the trailblazer has not been inactive. He has again turned back to
management and has taken on up-and-coming acts Parker Branch, Josef Hedinger, Cara Martin, Heather Bennette and the Glory Land Mass
Choir. He also still does promotions work, having this year launched Maumelle Family Fest and the Arkansas River Family Fest in North
Little Rock. Inclusive not just of musical acts, but also of carnivals and petting zoos, events are planned in Maumelle and Little Rock next
year, too. He’s also been hired as a consultant to the new Windsong Performing Arts Center in North Little Rock. Stone said that while more
could be done, Little Rock is in a good place right now. “Concert-wise, it’s set. We know we’ll get shows,” he said. “*As far as breakouts,
there will be three or four acts out of this area signed to major labels [soon]. They’re going to get out there, no doubt about it.” Yet despite
that success in the industry he helped build, Stone says his professional accomplishments pale in comparison to his personal success at home:
having been a single father since 1985 and, with custody, having raised four biological children, three adopted children and |1 grandchildren.
“Out of every single thing I’ve done in my life, that’s the thing I'm most proud of, hands down.”

THE 3" DEGREE, with Butch Stone.

What is the most played song on your iPod?
Roger Waters” song “What God Wants, God Gets.”

What would you eat for your last meal?
Lobster

If we went out on a Saturday night, where would we find you?
Probably at Juanita’s or at the pool hall.

Who would you choose to play you in a movie of your life?
Jack Nicholson

If you could have any super power, what would it be?
To fly. It gives you a different perspective on Mother Earth when you rise up above it and look down on it.

Rock manager makes impact on arkansas history
By The Department of Arkansas, August 9, 2010

Recently the Old State House Museum in Little Rock acquired a collection of memorabilia from the legendary rock music manager, concert
promoter, and Arkansas native, Butch Stone. The collection is comprised of 92 items and includes correspondence between Stone and
Arkansas politicians regarding legislation that affected the music industry, articles detailing his activity in the music industry, along with
photographs, awards, and Gold and Platinum Albums.

Butch Stone was born in Blytheville, and spent the later part of his youth in West Memphis, Arkansas. He became professionally active in the
music business when he became the manager of Knowbody Else. The group’s first performance, promoted by Stone, drew an audience of
over 3,000. The band recorded its first, self-titled, album with Stax Records. In 1971, the group changed its name to Black Oak Arkansas and
Stone secured a deal with Ahmet Ertegun, the founder of Atlantic Records. The band released its self-titled album and began a vigorous tour
schedule, performing over 500 concerts over the next two years. Black Oak Arkansas became the first rock group from the state to make the
national charts. Stone managed Black Oak Arkansas for 10 years. He went on to manage the careers of the Swiss heavy metal group, Krokus,
Jimi Jamison of the 80s group Survivor; and Tommy Aldridge of Ozzie Osbourne and Whitesnake. Stone earned 34 Gold and Platinum
Album Awards internationally. He produced over 400 artists at the Riverfest Amphitheatre and now promotes the Maumelle Family Fest. His
Eagles concert on May 5, 1995, at War Memorial Stadium, is the highest grossing and attended concert in the history of Arkansas. More
recently, he established the Arkansas Entertainers Walk of Fame, which will induct its first celebrities in 20117 He will also launch Music on
Line Entertainment, MOLE-FM, a digital record label featuring Arkansas talent next year.

The Old State House Museum first worked with Stone while creating the exhibit, Send You Back to Arkansas: Our Own Sweet Sounds
(1995), and its sequel of the same name (2005). In the years since, the museum has devoted itself to the serious collecting of Arkansas music
memorabilia and now maintains a collection of over 1,300 artifacts representing Arkansas contributions to folk, gospel. jazz, blues, country
and rock. The items received from Stone will be added to this collection.



Though the Old State House Museum’s Arkansas music exhibit is not currently on view, the public can still gain a better understanding of the
state’s musical history through the museum’s online multimedia sites. The Sweet Sounds exhibit is archived on the museum’s website at
www.OldStateHouse.com. The Old State House Museum will record Stone’s oral history and produce a related podcabt For more

$

information on the Old State House Museum’s artifacts and podcasts related to the collection, see wivw OSHMCollvcions com,

PANELIST BIOS

VAL GARAY

Val Garay is a record producer and engineer who has worked with Kim Carnes, The Motels, Mr. Big, Bonnie Raitt, Eric Burdon, Dolly
Parton, Pablo Cruise, James Taylor, Queensryche, Neil Diamond, Dramarama, EZO, Ringo Starr, Linda Ronstadt, Sarah Brightman,
Nicolette Larson, Kenny Rogers, Santana, Reel Big Fish, Joan Armatrading, Katrina, plus many others.

In 1982 he shared a Grammy Award for Record of the Year with Kim Carnes, for the record "Bette Davis Eyes". He has received numerous
entertainment industry awards and additional Grammy nominations including Best Engineered Recording for his work on the James Taylor
album "JT" and Linda Ronstadt's "Simple Dreams," a Grammy nomination for Album of the Year for Kim Carnes "Mistaken Identity," a
Grammy nomination for Producer of the Year, an Emmy nomination for Best Engineered Recording of a TV Special for Neil Diamond's
"Glad You're Here With Me Tonight," as well as dozens of gold and platinum records.

In November 2010, he partnered with attorney George Woolverton to form a new label company, Red Red Records and is currently working
with up-and-coming new artists, as well as producing/engineering scores for motion picture and television projects.

JERRY HELLER

Jerry Heller, Co-Founder and CEOQ of Street Life Records, 2007 — Present. Co- Founder and CEO of Ruthless Records, 1987 — 1995. Well
known for managing west coast rap super-group and gangster rap pioneers N.W.A. and Eazy E. Jerry rose to prominence in the 1960°s and
70°S importing Elton John and Pink Floyd for their first major American tours, including Elton John’s break out performance at the
Troubadour. During his career, Jerry has represented everyone from JOURNEY, Marvin Gaye, Van Morrison, ELO, Crosby Stills Nash &
Young, Ike & Tina Turner, CCR , Otis Redding, Black Sabbath, Humble Pie, the Four Tops and Jose Feliciano, among others. Heller played
a key role in the emergence of West Coast Rap when he co-founded Ruthless Recors with Eazy-E and discovered, siﬁned or managed the

likes of N.W.A., The Black Eyed Peas, and Bone Thugs-N-Harmony, among others. - See more at: htipr/svww thecoc.ors evens four-men.-
no-myths~all-legendsisthash. AAzEneje.dpuf
BOB MILLER

Bob Miller, President of Running Media — Running Media was formed in 2004 combining the already successful and well respected media
outlets DAM Productions, Stereoscout Records and Miller Management, the idea behind the group has always been to build a company
whose idea was to provide a first class creative service to the industry. The company offer everything from Artist Management to album
recording to music video/pop promo production, and the list goes on!!! Bob is responsible for bringing the triple-grammy nominated artists
Corinne Bailey Rae into our musical consciousness (who at last count has sold more than 2.5 million copies of her debut album). Bob also
manages the supremely talented blues artist DAVY KNOWLES — who can count among his friends and fans, Joe Satriani, Mike McCready
and Peter Frampton, with the latter, Mr. Frampton, producing/recording and co-writing Davy’s last album “Coming Up For Air.”



SUSAN SLAMER

Susan is currently the VP, Music Business & Legal Affairs for Sony Pictures. She oversees all of the music clearance and licensing for all
Sony Television programs, including The Black List, Justified, Dr. Oz, The Queen Latifah Show, Qutlander and Helix, among others. Susan
also works on the programming for CRACKLE (Sony’s internet site) and also advises Sony Television International programming. She has
been with Sony Pictures for 9 Y years.

Before joining Sony Pictures, Susan was the Music Supervisor for American Idol, Seasons 1-4 which has launched the careers of Kelly
Clarkson and Carrie Underwood, among many others.

In her prior life, Susan has worked for Warner Special Products (now Rhino Records), licensing music for film and television, Chrysalis-Air
Edel where she was VP of Creative for Film & TV, as well as Agent for such film/tv composers as Dan Foliart, Stanley Clarke, Anne Dudley,
John DuPris, and Sir George Martin.

Susan has also been a part of several management companies, working with such artists as QUIET RIOT, LEGS DIAMOND, THE BEACH
BOYS, THE MOODY BLUES, WARRANT and MICKEY DOLENZ, just to name, a few.

BUTCH STONE

Butch Stone, An Arkansas native, Butch has been a force in the music business since 1969 when he managed Black Oak Arkansas, the first
group from Arkansas to enter the National Music Charts, a record that stood for 27 years until 2003 when Evanescence released their album.
Stone has also managed Krokus, Ruby Starr, Target and Cobra, and has earned 49 Gold and Platinum album awards, worldwide. He
discovered Jimi Jamison and helped him join the band Survivor, he also helped launch the career of the band, CHEAP TRICK. Stone has
also donated 92 pieces of memorabilia to the Old State House Museum. It is the largest collection in the Museum’s history of Music related
memorabilia. He was also the creator of the concert industry in Arkansas



