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Dear CCC members and friends:
We hope you and your loved ones are staying healthy as we head into fall. We
at the CCC are working on a full lineup of informative and interesting events for
our upcoming season, and look forward to seeing you there.
Our next webinar is a special digital presentation on hip-hop and copyright led
by Professor Kevin J. Greene and hosted by CCC Past President Garrett M.
Johnson, Esq. The webinar is October 12th from 2:30-3:30pm and free for CCC
members (only $5 for non-members). There will be a virtual networking mixer
for attendees to follow. More details and sign-up information are below.
Are you currently a member of the CCC? We have just begun our 2021
Membership Drive, and if you’re not an official member of our organization, we
hope you’ll consider joining us today.
CCC membership gains you or your organization free entrance into our digital
events, opportunities to connect through our mentorship program, years’ worth
of archived panels and more. Membership is tax deductible for individual
members and small business owners. See below for more information on
becoming a member.
We thank you for your continued support of the California Copyright
Conference.
Best,
Mara Kuge
CCC President 2021-22

REGISTER HERE

Tuesday, October 12, 2021
2:30pm PDT - 3:30pm PDT
"GOODBYE COPYRIGHT: THE RISE OF TRADEMARK AND PUBLICITY
RIGHTS IN THE HIP-HOP MUSIC SPACE”
Trademark and publicity rights in the hip-hop music arena are of increasing
importance to artists…
As the lopsided digital streaming model and “360”-style contracts reduce
copyright revenue sources for artists, the ancillary rights of trademark and
publicity have become more vital than ever for successful artists.
Two dynamics result from this phenomenon: First, musical artistry becomes
less important than marketing savvy, and second, hyper-aggressive litigation
postures are becoming the norm in the hip-hop space.
The model of commercialization through ancillary rights was pioneered by hiphop artists from the inception of the art form, as illustrated by Run-DMC’s
landmark Adidas deal in the ’80s.
Today, rap artists including Dr. Dre, Snoop Dog, Cardi B, RZA and Jay-Z
aggressively pursue ancillary revenue, and equally aggressively pursue
litigation strategies for those who infringe on their brands.

Moderator:
Garrett M. Johnson, Esq. | Attorney at Law

Special Presenter:
Professor Kevin J. Greene | John J. Schumacher Chair, Professor of Law,
Southwestern Law School

Advance Registration
CCC Members $0 per person | Non-members $5 per person

REGISTER HERE

The registration deadline for this webinar is Tuesday, October 12th
at 1:30pm PDT.
Attention Attorneys: This virtual activity has been approved for Minimum Continuing Legal Education
Credit by the State Bar of California in the amount of one (1) hour. The CCC certifies that this activity
conforms to the standards for approved education activities prescribed by the rules and regulations of the
State Bar of California governing minimum continuing legal education. Attorneys who wish to register for
MCLE Credit must include their State Bar number with their reservation. Following this virtual webinar, we
will verify your attendance via Zoom reporting and email your certificate of attendance to the email
provided at registration.

BIOGRAPHIES
Garrett M. Johnson, Esq. | Attorney at Law
Garrett Johnson is a member of the Bars of New York and the District of
Columbia specializing in entertainment and tax law. Currently representing a
cross spectrum of creative talent and industry participants including musicians,
authors, recording artists, composers, screenwriters, playwrights, record
producers, artist management companies, independent television production
entities and record labels, Mr. Johnson is also active in the provision of music
publishing administration services and the facilitation of Trademark
applications, as well as general business formation. Active with the
Entertainment Law Forum of the American Bar Association, California
Copyright Conference (CCC), Association of Independent Music Publishers
(AIMP), the Society of Composers and Lyricists (SCL) and the Independent
Gospel Artists Alliance (IGAA), Mr. Johnson speaks regularly on legal and
business issues in the entertainment industry in a variety of venues. Prior to
entering private practice he was an attorney in the Office of the General
Counsel at the National Endowment for the Arts in Washington, D.C., providing
counsel to agency staff in legislative, personnel and intellectual property
matters. He received his A.B. in economics from Columbia University and J.D.
from the Georgetown University Law Center.

Professor Kevin J. Greene | John J. Schumacher Chair, Professor of Law,
Southwestern Law School
Kevin J. Greene, Esq. joined Southwestern’s faculty in 2020. He is a nationally
recognized entertainment and intellectual property law scholar and an expert
witness consultant for copyright, trademark, publicity rights, and entertainment
contract disputes. He is a highly committed, outstanding teacher as well as a
passionate leader and an intellectual property law influencer.
Professor Greene was most recently a tenured Professor of Law at Thomas
Jefferson School of Law in San Diego. He has also been a visiting professor at
the University of San Diego School of Law. In addition to Contracts and
Copyright, he has taught Intellectual Property, Entertainment Law, Music Law,
Publicity Rights, International Entertainment Law, and Intellectual Property in
the Cannabis Industry.
Before becoming a law professor, Professor Greene practiced law in New York
at the premier law firm of Cravath, Swaine & Moore, where he represented high
profile companies such as Time Warner and HBO in litigation matters. He later
joined New York’s top entertainment law boutique firm, where he represented
clients such as film production companies, including director Spike Lee’s 40
Acres and a Mule film company, iconic music artists including Harry Connick,
Jr., Bobby Brown, and the seminal rap group Public Enemy.
Professor Greene’s scholarship has garnered national and international
recognition in the area of intellectual property law, particularly his pioneering
work on African-American music and inequality in copyright law. His article on
abusive trademark litigation, published in the Harvard Journal of Law and
Public Policy, has been the centerpiece of law conferences at Syracuse Law
School and NYU. His copyright scholarship is cited in numerous legal
publications and in Congressional hearings. His current project explores
intellectual property in the context of hip-hop music.
He has presented his work on IP issues and Contracts across the United States
and abroad to organizations such as the American Bar Association’s section on
IP, the International Trademark Association, the American Association of Law
Schools, Law and Society, Practising Law Institute, the annual South-bySouthwest conference, the Beverly Hills Bar Association and at law schools
and universities including Yale, Georgetown, UCLA, and many others.
Professor Greene served as an expert witness consultant for funk music legend
George Clinton in a copyright case before the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.
He has also worked as an expert in copyright matters in the Central District of
California and the Southern District of New York. He recently served as the lead
IP expert in a landmark $9.5 million right of publicity case in California state
court between the heirs of the Hansen Juice and Soda Company and CocaCola. In 2016, the government of Taiwan hosted Professor Greene to present a
seminar on copyright issues in the context of hip-hop music.
Additional accolades for Professor Greene include: the first law professor voted
a Top Ten attorney by the San Diego Bar in the field of IP in 2005, the
Intellectual Property Institute of the State Bar of California selected him as its
Vanguard Award 2016, winner in the category of Academics, the highest award
given by the Bar. In 2018, the American Bar Foundation selected him as a
fellow. And in 2020, he was selected by the National Bar Association as a “Top
100” attorney in California and was named an Honorary Advisor/Law Scholar at
USIA United Sigma Intelligence Association, an international think tank.

CCC MEMBER SPOTLIGHT series!
Have an accomplishment you'd like to share with the community? Email the CCC at
manager@theccc.org and we'll share your achievement with the CCC community!

Michéle Vice-Maslin is first and foremost a composer (both music and lyrics), additionally, she
produces/arranges for artists, films, TV, ads, promos, games and other special projects. She’s
amassed numerous major label hit songs and cuts worldwide, as well as over 5000 film/TV/media
music placements for her companies Mob Force Productions and Sweetersongs. Her music airs on
TV and radio every day, 365 days a year.
She currently lives in Los Angeles, California and is originally from Queens, New York City.
Michèle always knew from as far back as she can remember, she wanted to be involved in music.
She started singing and performing at the age of five and then began writing poetry and songs. She
formed a band with some friends in high school and that played in clubs around NYC. After high
school graduation, she moved to Tucson, Arizona to study Creative Writing (Poetry) and Music at
the University of Arizona. While in Tucson, Michèle fronted a successful rock band that traveled
and performed in the Southwest, before setting her sights on the next step—moving to California to
pursue her dreams further. Once in Los Angles, she quickly formed another band and became the
lead singer, producer and songwriter of the project. It was an acclaimed performance art ensemble
featuring films, slide shows and actors performing skits accompanying the music. During that time,
Michele also worked with a leading music video production company that produced videos for
many major label artists.
Michèle’s first major songwriting cut and sync was performed for the feature film Tapeheads. Her
first professional music production and next cut came shortly after when she produced Sam Moore
on a song she wrote for him and the feature film Car 54, Where Are You? Not long after that
Michèle was taken under the wing of hit maker producer/writer Nile Rodgers who mentored her,
wrote with her and introduced her to some young writers he was working with. Together they
penned the world-wide hit hip hop song “Contribution” sung by Mica Paris, featuring rappers Eric B.
and Rakim (the premier DJ/MC team of hip hop at that time). With these successes under her belt,
Michèle signed a major publishing deal with Island Music and was on her way...Since then she has
had hit songs with many, many major label artists worldwide. The list can be found on her official
website http://www.sweetersongs.com.
Her hit song “Get Over Yourself” sung by pop stars, Eden’s Crush is listed on the Billboard Top 100
Girl Group Songs of All Time.
She also developed and wrote with budding pop star, a young Kesha, and has had close to 6000
music placements (syncs) including and counting themes and title songs. The full list is also listed
at her website.
She has been nominated for and won numerous awards including prestigious Emmys and was on
the Emmy-winning music team of “Guiding Light” for 18 years.
These days Michèle is also a sought-after speaker on panels, conferences, schools, for her
expertise on music publishing and licensing. Her signature course From Song to Sync is very
popular and has educated many who have gone on to do great things in the music business. Look
out for her book release soon.
She is also very involved in giving back to the music community that has given so much to her;
currently serving on the board of the Television Academy Peer Group Executive Committee for
Music and the Production Music Association Composer Advisory Board. She is very excited for her
upcoming service with the California Copyright Conference and IAFAR.
Michèle works out of her own studio Sweetersongs East in Santa Monica California for her
production company Mob Force Productions and continues to enjoy her passion for producing,
writing and publishing music every day.

JOIN THE CCC TODAY!
Have an accomplishment you'd like to share with the community? Email the CCC at
manager@theccc.org and we'll share your achievement with the CCC community!

LEARN MORE AND SIGN UP HERE

Did you know you can support the CCC Scholarship Fund while
shopping on Amazon?

We invite you to please follow the instructions below to start generating
donations toward the CCC Scholarship Fund while shopping on Amazon.

If you are not already an AmazonSmile member, simply sign up
at: smile.amazon.com
Select your favorite charity to start generating donations, at no cost to you.
Open the app and find 'Settings' in the main menu (☰). Tap on 'AmazonSmile'
and follow the on-screen instructions to turn on AmazonSmile on your phone.
Here's how our charity is listed: "California Copyright Conference
Scholarship Fund"
Thank you for your support!

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE CCC JOHN BRAHENY SCHOLARSHIP
The CCC is proud to offer scholarship awards to qualified music industry studies majors living in
the greater Los Angeles in memory of CCC President, John Braheny.

DONATE TODAY

Disney
Position: Clearance Administrator, Music Business Affairs
(Posted on 10-04-21)

LEARN MORE

Disney
Position: Manager, Music Licensing
(Posted on 10-04-21)

LEARN MORE

Erin M. Jacobson, Esq., A.P.C.:
Position: Associate Attorney
(Posted on 09-02-21)

LEARN MORE

HAVE A JOB ANNOUNCEMENT TO SHARE?
Please email the CCC at manager@theccc.org. We'd be happy to share your job post with the
CCC community!

THE CCC IS YOUR GO-TO RESOURCE
FOR INDUSTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPDATES!
The CCC is proud to partner with Exploration in providing you the latest
and most important industry news each week! Be sure to check out the Exploration Weekly
updates every Friday on the CCC website.

INDUSTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS
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ABOUT THE CCC: The California Copyright Conference was established in 1953 for the discussion of
copyright-related areas pertaining to music and entertainment. Today, the scope of the CCC has
broadened to cover all matters pertaining to music industry issues. The organization has grown to over
300 members from all areas of the music and entertainment industry, including publishers,
songwriters/composers, attorneys, music supervisors, representatives from trade publications, performing
rights societies, music libraries, motion pictures, television, multimedia, Internet, and record companies.
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